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Wolverine, Fisher, Marten Sightings
In Oregon 1973-1982

Abstract
In 1972 The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (then Oregon State
Game Commission) initiated a program to gather information on wolverine

(Gulo luscus), fisher (Martes pennanti), and marten (Marten americana),

in Central Oregon. In response to that request a comprehensive report was
written (Ingram 1972) summarizing the distribution of these animals from
sightings and trappings in.Oregon. The 1972 report provided information

on the ecology of the fisher, marten and wolverine in Oregon and gave recomm-
endations for management and forest practices to maintaiﬁ habitat for these
species. ' :

-from 1973 to 1982 several additional sightings of'these animals have
been reported and recorded by department biologists statewide. This admin-
istrative reporﬁ summarizes these'sightings into a single report to supple-
ment the sightings recorded in the 1972 report.

Methods

Beginning in 1980 requests for informgtion on sightings of wolverine,
fisher and marten werg'distributed to district wildlife biologists throughout
Oregon. Biologists were asked to gather information from their files on
sightings of these animals and to provide as much information as possible
including the observer's.name, date of sighting, legal description of the
sighting, their estimation of the sighting validity, the name of 'the district

biologist in area of sighting, and any additional facts reported by the obser-

ver. An additional request for information on sightings was sent in early 1982

in an effort to include as many recent sightings prior to the writing of this

report. Central Region records of sightings were reviewed and included in this

report by the writer. Telephone inquiries were conducted to gather as much data

as possible and to clarify incomplete reports.
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In some cases information on the date (month) of the sightings or the location
(section) of the sighting was not provided by the observer. Every effort was
made to include as much information on the sighting as reported by the observer.

Estimations as to the validity of the sightings are subjective. Relia-~
bility of the sightings are judéements made by the district biologist and the
writer. | i

Sighting reports were arranged by county as closely as possible and
by date and recorded in Tables 1-4 showing the date of the sighting, legal
description of the area sighted with a nearby prominent landmark; the observ-
vgr%‘last name, a reliability judgement as to the validity of the sighting
and any additional observer information deemed pertinent. Fishef that were
trapped and released to re—establish a'population were also included in this
report as were track sightings of wolverine, fisher and marten. 1In the cése
of marten, reliable locations where the animals were known to have been
trapped were also recorded..

Sightings were assigned a sequential number which generally follows
a chronological order in which the animals were sighted. Sightings record-
ed on charts were arrapged:by couﬁty.

Reporfed sightingg of wolverine, fisher and marten were plotted on a
township map of Oregon. |
Results
Wolverine .

A total of 2§ sightings of wolverine were reported. Eighteen of 2é
wolverine observations were made in the fall and winter months. Sightings
were usually above 5,000 feet in elevatiou and were most frequent along the
summit of the Cascades. Unusual locatipns for sighting§ were on the North
Fork of the Wilson River in the coastal mountain range and in the Steens
Mountains in southeast Oregon (Steens sighting was by Torland and Masson, ODFW :

wildlife ,biologists). Four sightings of wolverine were reported in the

Ochoco Mountains east of Prineville, Oregon. Four of the wolverine sightings
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Jwere reported in the Wallowa Mountains. Three sightings were on or near the
Strawberry Mountains. Three of the sightings reported were tracks only and
one sighting was reported in which wolverine hair was found. (Hair found by
Scott, ODFW Biologist at Prineville, Oregon ).

Three other sightings of questionable validity were reported in south-
east Oregon near Lakeview and at Alkali Lake. Deering in Linn County reportgd
observing an animal that he accurately described as a road killed wolverine.
Upon returning to the location of the Rill to confirm the sighting he discov-
ered the animal had disappeared.

~ Due to the elusiveness of the wolverine,coupled with its frequent
mistaken identity with badgers, most sightings were rated fair.
Fisher

Reported sightings of fisher were confined to the western half of Oregon,
with the exception of one reliable report of fisher tracks along Warm Creek
in Union County. The_majority of fisher sightings were west of Range 13 E
(Newberry Crater,‘vicigity La Pine, Oregon ). Traéks only were reported in
three of 23 total sightings. Animals trapped in Douglas and Klamath Counties

_wereupositively ident;ﬁied:as fisher. An experienced trapper operating in
Lane County reported };éving é'trapped marten eaten from one of his traps. Tracks

in the snow near the trap appeared to be those of a fisher (Walp, personal
report). A reliability rating of positive was assigned to the two animéls
that were trapped and identified with certainty. Ten sightings Qere rated
as éood and eight were rated fair. |

Fifty eight marten trapping aﬁd sighting locations were reported and
included in this report. Marten have been comménly trapped in Oregon |
(taple 4 refers) from 1973-1980. .Not all trapping locations are plotted on

maps in this report, only those in which the trapping location could be
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determined to the nearest section. Sightings of marten at higher elevation
along the west side of the summit of the Cascade Range in Laﬁe and Linn
Cohnties were most frequently reported. A trapper (Walp) reported that most
of the marten trapped from 1972-1982 were taken on or within very close prox-—
imity to old growth mixed conifer forest. A particularly high frequency of
sightings and trappings occurred in the upper reaches of the Willamette River
drainage between Odell and Crescent Lakes. Rare sightings of marten were
reported on the west side of Coos County and in dense coastal sea pine trees
near Florence in Lane County. Three sightings of the pine marten were also
rgpo;ted in Union and Grant Counties.

Discussion

Sightings of the wolverine, fisHer and marten during the past 10 years
"have most frequently occurred along the summit of the Cascade Range at eleva-
tions above 5,000 feet. Sightings of wolverine and fisher have been frequent
and reliable enough to reasonably suspect the actual presence of these species.
Marten in addition to being sighted héve been harvested in numbers that would
tend to indicate a fairly stable population. However, Ingram reported in 1972
that marten population; ar; good -in mixed conifer forests and appear to have
declined in pine forest area.

Little effort has been made in this report to associate wolverine,
marten and fisher with habitat type. Additional study should be undertaken
to more closely identify habitat types preferred by these species in Oregon
so that unique habitats essential to continued survivgl may be properly
managed.

Biologists and other resource managers are encouraged to continue to

be alert to additional sightings of the wolverine, fisher and marten. Sight-

ings should be carefully scrutinized for accuracy. Rare sightings of animals
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of the family mustelidae can lead to frequent confusion between species.
During the course of compiling this report the writer interviewed a person
who reported seeing a wolverine. Upon closer examination, interrogation
o |

and review of characteristic differences between ani@als of the family
mustelidae, the sighting was determined by this writér and the observer to
be a fisher. 1In addition to accuracy in species ideétification, precision in
locating the area in which the animal was sighted needs to be- emphasized.
Documentation of sighting locations need to include a legal description
to the nearest quarter section. Careful listening attention needs to be
givé; to a person who claims to have observed one of these animals and
incidental facts sﬁrrounding the observation should be recorded.

vEfforts‘by this agency will conéinue to consolidate sightings of the

wolverine, marten and fisher in an effort to further identify and advise

in preservation of key habitat.

GR:sd
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Marten Trap Record In Oregon
1973-1982
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Year aQ =~ X aQ ) ] m = = O a9 = O D O a wm <<
1973-74 19 0 20 4 5 2 0O 0 O 0O 0 0 0 0O O 0 50 $5.10
1974-75 0 0 23 3 4 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 34  8.36

1975-76 4 o0 12 7 1 3 0 00 0000 0 0 0 27 14.85
1976-77 32 4 10 2- 0 0 0 218 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 74 15.85
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1978-79 22 0 54 3 0] 7 0O 0 O 0 0 01 3 0 0 9 16.97

1979-80 4 0 2 47 0 34 0 0 4 0O 0 0O o o1 1 93 - .
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Figure 2

Fisher Sightings
1473-1982
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Figure 3

Marten Sightings
1973-1982
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